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(Left to Right): Ross Hightower, Clydia Colston-Dean, Brooke Scardino, Julia 

Cazabon, Macy Owens, Nikole Alvarez, Annie Wang, RayVan Bellazer  

Community Service Day 
 

Julia Cazabon 
 
On June 13, the STAR students visited the Kenner Discovery Health 
Sciences Academy to volunteer at the Community Works day camp. 
We led the campers in science experiments, introducing them to 
some of the basics of chemistry and biology. During the morning 
session, we worked with the younger group of campers (K-3

rd
 

grade). Some of our experiments included A Breath of Fresh Air, 
which analyzed the functions of the lungs, and Sizzling Sunshine, 
which used UV beads to prove the presence of UV light even on a 
rainy day. The energetic students were very enthusiastic in our 
science experiments. After our lunch of pizza and fruit gummies, the 
older campers (4

th
-8

th
) arrived. With them, we lead experiments 

includings It Takes Two, which explored brain function, and 
Contagious, which discussed infectious disease. Overall, our day at 
Kenner Discovery was a fun divergence from our usual activities at 

Main Campus.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders for 

Next Week 
 

Monday, June 18 
 

• Resident Luncheon 
 

• Brent House Burns 

Conference Room 

11:30—1:00 
 
• Student-Scientist 

Meeting #1 

• Bioethics Debate 
 

Tuesday, June 19 
 

• Ochsner Resource Group 
Luncheon 

 
• Brent House Caldwell 

Conference Room  

11:30—1:00 
 
• Student-Scientist 

Meeting #2 
 

Thursday, June 21 
 

• Practice Poster 

Presentation  

• Mock Clinical Exam with 
University of Queensland – 
Ochsner Clinical School 

 
• Simulation Center 

    1:00-3:30 
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Life in the Lab! 
 

Annie Wang  

 

To start off the first day of week 2, we learned 

about Henrietta Lacks, whose cells were used for 

scientific research without her or her family’s 

consent. Henrietta’s cancer cells were the first 

human biological material to be commercialized 

and have greatly impacted medical research. One 

of the discoveries made with her cells was that 

HPV causes cervical cancer. After understanding 

her story, we did an experiment to test who of the 

four patients had HPV DNA, which increases the 

risk of cancer. After running our tests, we noticed 

that some of the samples were HPV positive and 

some were HPV negative. The HPV positive 

patients have a higher risk of developing cancer. 

The experiment was really interesting and helped 

us understand the importance of screening for 

HPV. 

 
 



 

Watching Robotic Surgery 

for the First Time! 
 

RayVan Bellazer  
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Thursday, the Urology department 

allowed us to video conference into the 

Operating Room as Dr. Canter, the Director 

of Urologic Oncology, and Dr. Konheim, a 

Chief Resident, worked together to perform a 

partial nephrectomy using the da Vinci robot. 

Alongside Dr. Canter and Dr. Konheim, Dr. 

Khaled – also a Chief Resident – served as 

our guide in the conference room and 

answered any questions we had about the 

surgery. We learned about the benefits of 

robotic surgery over open surgery, like 

increased efficiency, minimized blood loss 

ability to reach small spaces. We also 

learned about the small variations in each 

person's anatomy and how surgeons can go 

from "unknown to known" by using certain 

parts of the patient's anatomy as landmarks 

to find the other parts. In total, the surgery 

lasted about two hours. We were very 

interested in the role of technology during 

life-saving surgeries! Thank you Urology 

Department! 
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Basic Skills Training! 
 

RayVan Bellazer  
 

 

On Thursday, we were given the fantastic 

opportunity to work with our University of 

Queensland – Ochsner Clinical School 

medical student. The UQ medical students 

set up four stations for us to visit to learn 

important hands-on medical skills. We 

learned how to take a patient's blood 

pressure, suture, intubate, and set up an IV. 

Our UQ mentors taught us well and 

answered any questions we had regarding 

both the skills training and their paths to and 

through medical school. Although it is still 

early in our career paths, the skills we 

learned will be invaluable to our future – 

especially during our mock clinical exam next 

week. Learning these new skills was a good 

way for us to dip our toes in the practice of 

medicine and only made us more excited to 

learn more about healthcare careers and 

medicine. Thank you UQ mentors! 
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Professionalism Day!   
 

Kashish Wadhwa  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Friday, June 15th, we took a trip to Benson 

Tower for “Professionalism Day,” in which we 

discussed and learned about the skills and 

characteristics to not only succeed in the medical 

field, but to conquer life overall. We began with a 

TED Talk about how to achieve happiness and 

satisfaction in our future.  

Afterwards, Alycia Angle talked to us about the 

Myers-Briggs test and how we can utilize what 

we learn about ourselves to further our education 

and future endeavors. After receiving our own 

test results, it was fascinating to see the diversity 

within our small group of students. While we all 

share similar characteristics and passions, we 

are all unique and can embrace one another’s 

differences. 

 

After lunch, we learned more about the 

characteristics of our Communication Skills from 

Braden Lemon. While most of us were 

categorized as “Drivers,” it was unique to see a 

healthy mix of Amiable, Driver, Expressive, and 

Analytical personalities. As an exercise, we were 

tasked with planning a party for the opposite 

personality, which helped us better understand 

other modes of communication skills.  

Continuing on, Alycia Angel returned to talk to us 

about what is necessary to Maximize 

Productivity.  Through small, everyday tasks, we 

can make the choices to do and be better every 

day.  

Finally, we closed out the wonderful day with a 

presentation from Kaitlyn Crosby. She talked to 

us about Marketing Ourselves. We learned about 

creating a personal brand, creating an elevator 

pitch, and using social media appropriately.  We 

received some great tips on how to ensuring we 

are maintaining a positive appearance while on 

the path to accomplish our goals.  

We thank everybody who made Professionalism 

Day so productive and beyond impactful. We 

also would like to give a very special thank you 

to Ms. Alycia Angel, Mr. Braden Lemon, and Ms. 

Kaitlyn Crosby. Thank you all so much! 
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Department Rotations 
 

 Radiology 
 

  
  

Kashish Wadhwa 
 

In the afternoon of Tuesday, June 12th this past week, we went to the Department of 

Radiology and were given an in-depth look at the pathway to becoming a practicing 

physician. We learned the amount of education and the years of practice that must 

be devoted to any particular field.  In particular , we learned about the different 

specialties within the department, such as Interventional Radiology and Nuclear 

Medicine. In Interventional Radiology, we were able to see the embolization of a liver, 

and learned how the minimally invasive procedure is conducted.  

 

We want to give an extremely special thank you to Dr. Dennis Kay who took the time 

to teach us about the Radiology Department and the path to becoming a physician. 

Additionally, we also wish to greatly thank Roxanna Bayne for giving us a tour of the 

department and showing us how the equipment is used. 

  

  

 

 

 

On Monday right after lunch, we went to meet up with Pathologist Dr. Jackson. She 

explained the pathway to a career in Pathology which was very interesting. We 

learned that Dr. Jackson went to school for about 19 years! After the presentation, 

we got a glimpse of real human organs. Each of the organs was stored away in a 

small bucket. Dr. Jackson let us guess each of the organs that she displayed to us. 

She showed us a gallbladder and a gallstone, an oversized liver, a placenta, and a 

huge heart. Then we divide into two groups so all of us can get a chance to see what 

life was like working in the clinical labs. Afterward, we all took a trip to the morgue 

where autopsies are performed. Overall, we found this rotation very intriguing. Thank 

you, Dr. Jackson! 
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Pathology 
Annie Wang 
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Cardiology/Transplant 
 

Julia Cazabon 
 

On Tuesday morning, we visited the Cardiology Department to hear Dr. Ventura 

speak. He walked us through the history of Cardiology and told us many interesting 

stories about his experiences over the years. We also enjoyed learning about 

current social developments in health and wellness. We’d like to thank Dr. Ventura 

for taking time out of his busy schedule to introduce us to his specialty and sharing 

his knowledge! 

 

WWWeee   wwwaaannnttt   tttooo   ssseeennnddd   aaa   ssspppeeeccciiiaaalll   ttthhhaaannnkkk   

yyyooouuu   tttooo   eeevvveeerrryyyooonnneee   wwwhhhooo   wwweeelllcccooommmeeeddd   uuusss   

SSSTTTAAARRR   ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss!!!   TTThhhaaannnkkk   yyyooouuu!!!   

 


