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MISSION
We Serve, Heal, Lead, 
Educate and Innovate.

VISION
Ochsner will be a global 
medical and academic 
leader who will change and 
save lives. We will shape the 
future of healthcare through 
our integrated health system, 
fueled by the passion and 
strength of our diversified
team of physicians and 
employees.

Please visit ochsner.org/donorimpact to 
learn more about how donors like you are 
impacting patient care throughout Ochsner 
Health. Some photos may have been taken 
prior to COVID-19.
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John Ochsner Heart and 
Vascular Institute
Named after nationally renowned heart surgeon Dr. John Ochsner, the John Ochsner Heart 
and Vascular Institute (JOHVI) is a comprehensive cardiac and vascular tertiary care center.   
Its multiple locations make it convenient to provide the communities we serve with the 
excellent care they need.

JOHVI is home to more than 10 vascular and cardiothoracic surgeons and 50 cardiologists 
who deliver convenient, high quality care to its communities. In fact, people from all over the 
world come to Ochsner for cardiovascular care. Ochsner has completed more than 1,000 heart 
transplants, performed over 830 non-surgical aortic valve replacement (TAVR) procedures, 
and is the leader in aortic aneurysm and carotid surgery in our region. We are also the largest 
comprehensive center for management of arrhythmias in the Gulf South, with over 2,600 
procedures performed a year.

Through ongoing research initiatives, physician training programs and clinical trials, JOHVI 
continues to set the standard for diagnosis and treatment of heart and vascular diseases. We 
serve as a destination center for patients across the Gulf South with complex cardiac diseases 
and as a resource for patients who have been told there are no other options available to 
treat their heart and vascular conditions.

Dr. Bazan, pictured above with his fellows, embodies two of Dr. Ochsner’s passions in 
this photo with his white coat (academia) and scrubs (practice of medicine).
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On behalf of Ochsner Health and the John 
Ochsner Heart and Vascular Institute, I am 
pleased to present this report on the John 
Ochsner Tribute Fund. In an unprecedented 
year, your support has provided the resources 
needed to advance patient care through the 
research and innovation of the Endowed 
John Ochsner Distinguished Scholar in 
Cardiovascular Innovation. 

We are very happy to announce Hernan Bazan, 
MD, DFSVS, FACS, is the first awardee of the 
newly established position. The endowment 
will support Dr. Bazan’s research study 
entitled “Innovation in Acute Carotid Stroke 
Treatments to Prevent Atherosclerotic Plaque 
Rupture.”

Dr. Bazan is Professor of Surgery and Program 
Director of the Vascular/Endovascular Surgery 
Fellowship, which was begun by Dr. John 
Ochsner in 1980. Dr. Bazan joined Ochsner in 
2010, is board-certified in vascular surgery, acts 
as the Principal Investigator of a current NIH 
grant, and has authored of more than 50 peer-
reviewed publications.

Please read on to learn more about Dr. 
Bazan and his research. Your support is 
crucial to finding innovative treatments for 
cardiovascular disease. We look forward to 
inviting you to a formal investiture of Dr. Bazan 
when it is safe. Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Dodenhoff
Sr. VP and Chief Development Officer 
Ochsner Health

Letter 
from
Michelle Dodenhoff
Sr. Vice President & Chief 
Development Officer 
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Dr. Bazan is a busy vascular surgeon who 
completed his undergraduate work at 
Vanderbilt University and medical school 
training at Georgetown University while 
also working as a Howard Hughes Medical 
Institutes Research Scholar at the National 
Institutes of Health. His general surgery 
training was performed at The Mount Sinai 
Hospital in New York where he was awarded 
the Arthur H. Aufses, Sr. Prize in Surgery. He 
completed a vascular surgery fellowship at 
Yale University.

Dr. Bazan has received multiple teaching 
awards by medical students and fellow 
surgical residents. He has an active 
atherosclerosis translational research 
program on the mechanisms involved in 
carotid plaque rupture and stroke. He is the 
co-founder of a life sciences company aimed 
at treating acute and chronic pain through 
safer, novel non-narcotic molecules and a 
biotechnology company developing unique 
neuroprotection strategies against acute 
strokes. He is the Principal Investigator of a 
current National Institutes of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) NIH grant 
through 2023.

Dr. Bazan’s Endowed JOHVI Distinguished 
Scholar in Cardiovascular Innovation Award 
began on July 1, 2021 and continues through 
to June 30, 2026.

“The holder of this 
distinguished scholar 
position is receiving one of 
the most prestigious honors 
that can be bestowed 
upon an Ochsner Health 
physician.”  

W. Mark Roberts, MD, Dean 
of Research, Ochsner Health

Hernan Bazan, MD, DFSVS, FACS



Ochsner Health  |  6  |  Donor Impact Report 

Dr. Bazan’s research seeks to answer two questions: 

1. Which patients presenting 
with an acute carotid-
related stroke benefit from 
urgent interventions? 

2. Why do some patients 
with atherosclerotic plaque 
rupture present with 
strokes and heart attacks 
while other patients remain 
asymptomatic? 

Evidence from the ongoing research shows changes that occur in carotid plaques of patients who 
have had a recent stroke are also present in the circulation. As such, this could be a future biomarker 
of atherosclerotic
plaque rupture and risk of 
a future carotid-
related stroke or coronary 
plaque rupture event 
leading to a heart attack. 
Specifically, Dr. Bazan’s 
team has found that 
changes in certain non-
coding RNA molecules, 
which are responsible for 
keeping a carotid
plaque stable by allowing 
vascular smooth muscle 
cells to maintain a healthy 
smooth muscle cell mass, 
are also occurring
in the blood. The goal 
of the research study is 
to develop a test that 
would minimize the 
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“The Endowed JOHVI 
Distinguished Scholar in 
Cardiovascular Innovation 
honors the legacy of Dr. 
John Ochsner and his 
commitment to impacting 
patient care. It reflects the 
tradition and importance 
of endowed scholars in 
recognizing and fostering 
excellence in innovative 
patient care among 
physicians and scientists.” 

Leo Seoane, MD, Chief 
Academic Officer at 
Ochsner Health
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time between a stroke and an accurate diagnosis, 
ultimately leading to earlier treatment, and to be able 
to identify which patients with asymptomatic carotid 
disease are at greatest risk of future carotid plaque 
rupture and stroke.

Using a carotid biobank established at Ochsner in 2010 
by Dr. Bazan, his multi-disciplinary and collaborative 
team of surgeons, cardiologists, stroke neurologists, 
vascular biologists, and biomedical engineers is able to 
examine blood samples of patients with recent strokes 
and those without symptoms to identify differences 
in their blood. These changes in the blood build upon 
previous research by his team examining specific non-
coding RNA changes that occur in carotid plaques 
shortly after a patient has sustained a stroke. The 
ongoing work by Dr. Bazan’s team has been published 
in the journals Stroke, Circulation: Cardiovascular 
Genetics, and The Journal of Vascular Surgery and 
is the subject matter of two patents. The samples 
were collected from patients undergoing carotid 
endarterectomy surgery at Ochsner.



THANK
YOU!


