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DA VINCI Robotic Surgery 
Heidi Viera 

 

On Monday, the STAR students video 
conferenced into an Operating Room, where Dr. 
Stephen Bardot was doing a Prostatectomy 
using the da Vinci robot. We were all amazed 
that the surgery was being performed with a 
robot. The da Vinci can be used to remove part 
or the entire prostate when a patient is found to 
have prostate cancer.  We learned that the 
procedure can take up to three hours. Dr. 
Bardot told us that with the da Vinci robot there 
is less blood loss during surgery plus it is more 
efficient when trying to get to smaller places.  
After learning about the surgery, the STAR 
student then went to use the da Vinci robot 
themselves. We were very intrigued to see the 
amazing ways technology is being used to help 
save lives. Thank you Urology Department!  Get 
ready for the STAR students in the future; they 
are coming to save lives with the da Vinci robot! 

Resume Writing & Interview 

Skills 
Heidi Viera 

Ms. Karen Landry and Ms. Morgan Falgoust from 
the Talent Acquisition team taught the STAR 
students both how to compose a resume and how 
to approach an interview.  The STAR students 
where appreciative to hear the new tips, which will 
help develop their resumes for college and future 
internship applications. We also learned how to 
conduct oneself during an interview, how to do a 
self-evaluation before entering a room with 
professionals, and how to properly present 
yourself.  The STAR students all feel prepared to 
conquer and ace an interview. 

 
 

Getting Ready for College 
Heidi Viera 

The STAR students learned about getting ready for 
college from Dr. Barbara Beckman.  She used a 
presentation style called PechaKucha, which was 
20 seconds are shown for 20 seconds each.  Each 
slide was a piece of advice and tip as we prepare for 
college. She gave us tips on how to stay open-
minded during your college years, to engage 
professors in conversation, and to be curious and 
ask questions.  We have a better understanding of 
what to expect in our college years and have 
learned to always stay true to ourselves.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pharmacy 
Carrie Beth Lloyd 

 

The STAR students began their second day of the week with a tour of the hospital Pharmacy. We were able to 

see the inner workings of both the inpatient and the outpatient pharmacies in the hospital. Retail Pharmacist, 

Mohammad Ahmad, showed us how the drugs are packaged, stored, and administered in the inpatient 

pharmacy. The tour gave us a great example of how team work is a vital element when working in healthcare, 

as there is a plethora of positions in pharmacology apart from a pharmacist. It was a great start to the day! 

Executive Hour 
Carrie Beth Lloyd 

On Tuesday, we had the incredible opportunity to 

speak with eight Ochsner executives for "Executive 

Hour." The executives answered tough questions, both 

serious and fun, about their experiences as leaders. We 

learned about qualities that are necessary to be a 

leader, how to work on a team, and what it takes to 

become a leader in your field. The executives discussed 

their recoveries from professional failures and even 

what they do to relax after work. (Mr. Thomas Harris 

even gave us a sample of his musical talent!)  The hour 

was fun for both the leaders and the students, and we 

appreciate everyone who took the time out of their 

busy work scheduled to meet with the STAR class. 

 

THANK YOU to our leaders: 

Dr. Jawed Alam 

 Interim Vice-President, Research 

Dr. Mark Effron 

 Medical Director, Research 

Thomas Harris Jr.  

 VP-Pediatrics 

Stacy Melvin, MBA 

VP-Project Management Office 

Dr. William McDade 

EVP-Chief Academic Officer  

Robert Wolterman 

 CEO-Ochsner Medical Center 

Dr. Leonardo Seoane 

Head of School, University of 

Queensland – Ochsner Clinical School 

Carl Tholen 

AVP – Undergraduate Medical 

Education 

Katie Fett Miller  

 AVP-Patient Interface 
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Resident Breakfast 
Michaela Stevenson  

To start off our beautiful Wednesday morning, the 

students at STAR were graced by the presence of a few 

residents at Ochsner Medical Center. While eating 

some delicious food, we got a chance to listen to the 

stories from the residents, and gain more knowledge 

about what it truly is like to become a physician. We  

all shared an enormous amount of laughter and took 

Opioid Epidemic  
 

Michaela Stevenson 

 

The opioid epidemic is becoming widely 
known around America, and is sweeping the 
nation like a storm. An opioid is a medication 
given for pain, and is mainly given to a patient 
after he/she has had surgery. The STAR 
students got a chance to meet with the lovely 
Dr. Price-Haywood, who gave us a insight into 
this difficult subject. The first part of the 
lecture consisted of a video that was quite 
heartbreaking.  In the video, a woman tells 
her story about how she became addicted to 
her medication. Dr. Price-Haywood told us 
about how medical facilities are addressing 
the problem and becoming more cautious 
about prescribing these medications. As of 
today, more hospitals and clinics are taking 
awareness on the opioid epidemic. Ultimately 
this will save the lives of many people in 
America. We really enjoyed Dr. Price- 
Haywood’s lecture, and we hope to work with 
her in the future.  

 

Blood Bank  
Carrie Beth Lloyd 

 

To close out an eventful Tuesday, we were able to 
take a walking tour of the hospital's Blood Bank 
and Pathology labs. Dr. Rodwig showed us how 
blood donation works from the point at which the 
donation is made to how the blood is tested and 
stored. He followed the tour with a unique 
presentation about blood and its components. 
Following the presentation, Dr. Rodwig led us in a 
lab where we tested different blood samples for 
their blood types. It was incredibly interesting and 
interactive. Thank you to Dr. Rodwig! 
 

the time to get to know one another. Along the way, 

the STAR students and the residents shared common 

interests, and hopefully we all will see each other 

again in the future. Thank you, residents, for taking 

the time out of your day to meet with us. You were a 

real inspiration. 



 

 

 

Pediatric Craniofacial Care 
Michaela Stevenson 

 
On Wednesday, Dr. Bronfin gave us a very 
visual presentation on the cranial deformations 
commonly detected in infants. We got to 
determine if the deformation of the skull was 
position related, if it could naturally go back to 
normal, and whether surgery would be 
required to fix the problem. Dr. Bronfin showed 
us anonymous x-rays of infants and their skull 
deformations. It was great to learn the causes 
and treatment of each deformation. This 
presentation was one of the most visually 
exciting presentations I have seen in the past 
four weeks. We appreciated your time, Dr. 
Bronfin.  

 

Cardiology & Transplant 

Medicine 
Michaela Stevenson 

 

Our last stop on Wednesday required meeting up 
with Dr. Ventura. With his firm handshake and his 
exquisite accent, Dr. Ventura shared a love for 
cardiology that interested us all. 
 
Dr Ventura gave the STAR students the history of 
cardiology from the 1600’s all the way to today. His 
idea of cardiology gave us all more to think about 
when wanting to pursue a career in medicine. Did 
you know that back in the 1600’s people thought 
the liver was the mothership of the body? What 
were they thinking, right? Thanks to Dr. Ventura 
we learned about the origin of cardiology. Dr. 
Ventura, your inspirational quotes and sense of 
humor will sit with us for years to come. Thank 
you for your presentation.  

 

Job Shadow 
Isaiah Lundy 
 

Thursday, the STAR students had the opportunity to 

shadow in an area of interest. They had the chance to 

experience what the typical day is like and what to expect 

in the future. Students were placed with physicians, nurses, 

and physicians assistance where they experience a real 

work environment.  The STAR students were well 

seasoned with wisdom from their mentors, some even sat in 

the O.R and watched the surgery take place! 

 

A special “thank you” to 

our wonderful team leaders 

for all their hard work and 

dedication through these 

four weeks. You have 

helped us to grow our love 

for science and given us 

necessary leadership 

abilities! 

 

Alumni Luncheon 
Isaiah Lundy 

The STAR class of 2017 was able to have lunch 

with alumni from previous years. Students were able 

to ask questions about college and the application 

process. The lunch was filled with lively 

conversations and laughter. The alumni participated 

in raffles and a video collage. Thank you to 

everyone who attended! 
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