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Objectives 

Not to Bore You!!!!! 



 “The goal of history is not to 
predict the future but to tell us 
where we have been and the 
direction in which we are going” 

      John Duffy, 1984  





Tulane University Medical 
School 

 Alton Ochsner, became the chairman of 
the Department of Surgery in 1927 (full 
time basis) 
 He was 31 years old, but he already 

demonstrated enormous drive, energy 
and ability 
 After his formal education he trained in 

Europe for two years at the University of 
Zurich and Frankfurt 



Alton Ochsner 
 “I believe in luck, the harder I work the 

luckier I get” 
 “There may be a reason for failure, but there 

never an excuse” 
 “Our primary motive is the care of the sick” 
 “Medicine is an stressful profession” 
 “I always maintained that if you take a good 

history and do a good physical examination 
and then reason, from this you can make a 
diagnosis” 



Alton Ochsner 

 I’ve known people who loved to 
operate. That hasn’t been my 
fascination. My love for it is getting 
people well, and this is a good way to 
do it. My love is because I am 
accomplishing something. It is a mean 
to an end. 



September 24, 1981 
 
Dr. Alton Ochsner died 
at age 85. 



 “Nothing great in the 
world has ever been 

accomplished without 
passion” 

        Hegel  



Past 



“The Old and the New” 

 “ The secret of success in an 
institution…is to blend the old with the 
new…and it is not difficult if we follow 
Emerson’s counsel: ‘We can not 
overstate, he says, ‘our debt to the past, 
but the moment has the supreme claim; 
the sole terms on which the past can 
become ours are its subordination to the 
present’”  



The Five Founders 

Francis E 
LeJeune,MD 

Edgar 
Burns,MD 

Curtis 
Tyrone,MD 

Guy 
Caldwell,MD 

Alton 
Ochsner,MD 



To help pay for your 
clinic 

From the Physicians, 
Surgeons, and 

Dentists of 
New Orleans 

March 27, 1941 



The Ochsner Clinic’s First Building 

71 years ago… 
January 2,1942 at 
3503 Prytania Street 



“to promote medical, surgical  
and scientific learning, skill,  

education and research in the  
broadest sense…to provide fellowships  

for approved young physicians… 
in order to enable them to continue their studies…” 

Dean Echols, MD 

The Foundation 











5. Research 
Building 
 



Dean Echols, MD 

1904. Born, April 28 Appleton, 
Wisconsin 
1937. Tulane University. Dr Echols was 
an innovator, with revolutionary ideas in 
the field of neurosurgery 
1938. Founding member and first 
president of The Academy of 
Neurosurgery 
1942. Joined the Ochsner Clinic as a 
consultant 
1944. Medical director of the Foundation 
and first person in charge of Graduate 
Medical Education 
1974. Retired form the Ochsner Clinic 
1991. Died November 26, 1991 















Camp Plauche 
The first hospital 



Building The Future 



Present 





 “I will not balance the Foundation’s 
budget at the expense of education and 
research” 





Camp Plauche 
The first hospital 



The Ochsner Medical Center 



The New Critical Care Tower 



Ochsner Clinic Foundation 
Today 



OCHSNER  
EXPANDS ITS REACH 





Unification of Ochsner Clinic  
and Alton Ochsner Medical 

Foundation 
 



The founders of the Ochsner Clinic 
had a vision for the future that  
included a commitment not only to 
the delivery of superb medical care  
but also to excellence in medical  
education and research.  This  
commitment has remained a  
defining element of the Ochsner  
Mission, and has resulted in the  
success of Ochsner as a nationally 
and internationally recognized  
medical institution.  Providing  
World class education will enable  
us to continue to deliver the best  
care to every patient, every day. 





Merrill O. 
Hines Thomas E. 

Weiss 



It's tough to make predictions,  
especially about the future 



“The future is not a result of 
choices among alternative paths 

offered by the present, but a 
place that is created--created first 
in the mind and will, created next 
in activity. The future is not some 
place we are going to, but one we 

are creating.” 



To Be Continued… 
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